
Compiled in May 2015 following a series of enquiries [ENQ/2015/126, 128, 129 and 133] from Dr 
A.J. Hibbard about the supposed location of the graves of two of Edward IV’s children: Prince 
George, Duke of Bedford (d. 1478), and Princess Mary (d. 1482) and the possible location of the 
graves of Edward IV’s two eldest sons, “the Princes in the Tower”, whose date and place of death and 
burial is unknown. 

1478-1479 Extracts from the Great Wardrobe Accounts for Edward IV [Princeton MS 101]: 
includes many details of the practical arrangements for Prince George’s funeral and makes it clear that 
he was buried in the College of St George at Windsor (f.99) 

16th century-18th century Common-place book of Francis Thynne [BL MS Stowe 1047, f. 
219r-v]: contains a surviving account of the funeral of Princess Mary, including procession from 
Greenwich to Windsor and burial “by my Lorde George, her brother” 

1790 Published report to the Society of Antiquaries on the restoration work on Edward IV's vault 
and the removal of the rood loft undertaken by Henry Emlyn [SGC E.16/9]: Comprises two letters 
addressed to the Earl of Leicester, President of the Society of Antiquaries, by J Carliol and transcripts 
of Henry Emlyn's report on the restoration work and Windsor Physician Dr James Lind's analysis of 
the liquor found in the coffin of Edward IV. From Carliol’s letter: “There is a vault near that of 
Edward IV in which, probably, his daughter Mary and his third son George, created Duke of Bedford, 
who died young, lie interred; for we know, on Speed’s authority, that George lieth buried at 
Windsor… This vault escaped the examination of the paviours.” 

1796 Vetusta Monumenta, vol. III: account given on p. 4 of the 1789 discovery of the vault of 
Edward IV and a second vault nearby thought to contain the bodies of Princess Mary and Prince 
George 

1812 Britton, Architectural Antiquities of Great Britain, vol. III: description on p. 45 of the finding 
of two coffins in what is now the Albert Memorial Chapel which were thought to contain the bodies 
of Mary and George. 

c.1813 Arrangements for installation of the Prince of Wales [SGC X.23] includes memorandum by 
Edward Legge, Dean of Windsor 1805-1816, about the removal coffins from “Wolsey’s Chapel” (now 
the Albert Memorial Chapel) to the north quire aisle:  

“On Friday 30th of July 1813. The two coffins which were discovered in the Tomb 
House in Wolsey’s Chapel in the year 1811 - & were, upon very competent evidence 
supposed to contain the bodies of the Infant Duke of Bedford and the Princess Elizabeth 
(sic.), son and daughter to King Edward the 4th, were deposited in a vault (in the 
presence of the Dean) constructed for the purpose immediately under the stone which 
bears their names, and adjoining to the tomb of King Edward the 4th, in the North Aisle 
of St George’s Chapel.” 

The reference to Princess Elizabeth seems likely to be a mistake for Princess Mary for two reasons, 
first, Edward IV’s daughter Elizabeth was queen consort to Henry VII and is known to be buried in 
Westminster Abbey; secondly because Legge talks of placing the coffins “under the stone which bears 
their names” and the stone in question bears the names of George, Duke of Bedford, and Princess 
Mary. 

1813 D. & S. Lysons, Magna Britannia, vol. I, pt. I, Berkshire (reprint of an 1806 publication), p. 
471 and note: talks about the 1810 discovery of Prince George’s coffin and the inscription on it – 
serenissimus princeps etc.; describes the body supposed to be that of Princess Mary as “enveloped in 
numerous folds of cere-cloth closely packed with cords” 



1831 Lewis, A topographical dictionary of Great Britain: the transfer of two coffins (thought to 
contain the remains of Prince George and Princess Mary) from what is now the Albert Memorial 
Chapel to the north quire aisle 

1958 S.M. Bond, The Monuments of St George’s Chapel (Historical Monographs series no. 12): 
describes the memorial stone placed in the Chapel for Princess Mary and Prince George in 1789 and 
briefly describes why they are thought to be buried there: “In Vetusta Monumenta, Vol. III, p. 4, an 
account is given of the finding, in 1789, in a vault near that of Edward IV, of what were supposed to 
be the bodies of his daughter, Mary, and his third son, George, Duke of Bedford. The slab then placed 
in the aisle, by Emlyn, was in the same style as his slab to Edward IV. Britton, in his Architectural 
Antiquities of Great Britain, 1812, Vol. III, p. 45, describers the later finding of two coffins in what is 
now called the Albert Memorial Chapel, which were also thought to contain the bodies of Mary and 
George. On 30 July, 1813, these two coffins were also put under the stone already bearing their names 
(notes, X.23).” 

2005 Sutton, Visser-Fuchs & Griffiths, The Royal Funerals of the House of York at Windsor: 
includes accounts of the funerals of Edward IV, Elizabeth Woodville, Prince George and Princess 
Mary 


